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Seven years ago, during my 
sophomore year in college, 

the thought of the priesthood 
would not leave my mind. 
My journey to the priesthood 
started then, and it is about 
to reach a very powerful and 
awesome moment: on the 
morning of October 9th I will 
lie down before of the Altar 
of the Chair at Saint Peter’s 
Basilica in Rome to be ordained 
a transitional deacon with 
thirty seminary classmates.  

For the last three years, I’ve 
been studying in Rome at 

the North American College. 
It’s been a blessing to live, study 
and pray there. I’ve been able 
to familiarize myself with Rome, walking 
the same streets many saints and historical 
figures have walked, seeing historic sites 
ranging from early Christian catacombs to 
Saint Peter’s Basilica.  
      What makes studying in Rome unique 
is the same thing that makes Rome itself 
unique – the Holy Father.  Even though I 
can’t call him up for coffee, I’ve been able 
to attend Papal Masses and events, sing in 
the choir at Saint Peter’s and share in the 
excitement of the thousands of pilgrims 
that visit Rome.  Living so close to the 
successor of Saint Peter has given me a 
keener understanding of Jesus’ words, “You 
are Peter and on this rock I will build my 
church.”  Pope Benedict stands as a living 
link to Jesus through centuries of Popes. 
What I’ve learned and experienced by being 
so close him, at the heart of the Church, will 
definitely remain with me forever.

The transitional diaconate is an important 
step before priesthood. It’s when I will 

make the promises of obedience, celibacy 
and prayer.  I will make these promises close 
to the relics of Saint Peter himself, which are 
kept inside the Basilica.  I will express my 
willingness to follow Jesus in a unique way 
for the rest of my life the same way Peter did 
when he answered Jesus, “Lord, to whom 
shall we go? You have the words of eternal 
life.”   
	 As a deacon I’ll be able to baptize, 
witness marriages and preach homilies 
during Mass.  I hope to do these throughout 
my last year of seminary at my apostolate, 
which is the Latin American mission 
of Rome.  I’ll be able to serve the many 
immigrants there as I prepare to serve our 
diocese as a priest.  I ask for your prayers 
on the day of my upcoming ordination 
and throughout the year as I complete my 
seminary studies and prepare to come home. 

Pablo Migone stands on a stone outcropping on the Isle of Elba off 
the Italian coast.  This fall he will be ordained a deacon in Rome, 
where he attends seminary.

A Deacon in Rome 
By Pablo Migone, Fourth-Year Seminarian



RODRIGO ROJAS 
is from Bogota, 
Colombia, South 
America. His parents, 
Luis Rojas and Carmen 
Florian, live in Bogota, 
and he also has two 
older sisters. Rodrigo 
graduated from San 
Joseph Seminary in 
Bogota, and is now a student at St. Vincent 
Seminary in Latrobe, PA. His home parish is 
The Nativity of Our Lady in Bogota.

Interests: performance art, travel, reading 
biographies.
Favorite saint: Saint John Bosco and Saint 
John Vianney
Favorite movie: Love in Time of Cholera 
Favorite feast day: Christmas, because 
everyone is happy and we celebrate the birth 
of our savior like a family.
Thoughts: Always when I pray alone and 
work with people, God has a beautiful 
communication with me. I think God loves 
people and feels mercy for others; also we 
need help, love and feel mercy for all the 
people that come to us. We need to show 
God’s face to each other. Jesus gave to us a 
new commandment to love each other as he 
loves us; this is our job and our mission.

JONATHAN
SAMAHA 
is from Augusta. 
His parents, Mark 
and Debbie Samaha, 
belong to St. Joseph 
in Augusta. Jonathan 
has three sisters 
and two brothers. 
He graduated from 
Augusta State University, and attends Mount 
St. Mary’s Seminary in Emmitsburg, MD.

Interests: Being outdoors, especially 
hunting, fishing and backpacking; playing 
music; spending time with family and 
friends.
Favorite saint: St. Francis of Assisi 
Favorite movie: Braveheart 
Favorite feast day: Christmas
Thoughts: God is continually reminding me 
of how much love and mercy he has. It has 
always been my experience that as long as I 
am staying true to God in daily prayer and 
honestly seeking his will, he will show me the 
path and give me the grace to follow it. As St. 
Francis says, “If the Almighty’s compassion 
is deeper than the chasms and higher than 
the mountains, his omnipotence and richness 
exceeds all imaginable boundaries, we only 
need to do one thing: jump.” 
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question. Our seminarians go to daily 
Mass, pray the liturgy of the hours, 
study philosophy and Theology, meet 
with a spiritual director and have daily 
conversations with fellow seminarians. This 
environment creates a space to answer the 
question, “Here I am, Lord. Is it I, Lord?”

	 If that question has been rattling around 
your heart I encourage you to consider 
entering seminary next August and seek to 
answer that question. If you know a man 
in your parish who would make a good 
candidate for the priesthood ask him if he 
has ever considered entering seminary.

Seminary: a Time for Discernment (continued from front)
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AVERY HANNA 
was born in Freeport, 
Bahamas, and grew 
up in Columbus. 
He is from St. Anne 
Parish, and is one of 
seven children – he 
has three sisters and 
three brothers. Avery 
has a B.A. from St. 
John’s University, a master’s degree from 
the University of St. Thomas, and a master’s 
degree from Columbus State University. He 
is a seminarian at Blessed John XXIII.

Interests: cooking, reading, watching 
movies, listening to music, playing guitar.
Favorite Saint: St. John Baptiste de le Salle
Favorite movie: Any movie with Samuel L. 
Jackson
Favorite Feast Day: The Assumption
Thoughts: For a long time, I have thought 
about the possibility of the priesthood, but 
I had tremendous feelings of unworthiness.  
With age comes wisdom, and it became clear 
to me that these feelings of unworthiness 
were simply a deterrence from answering 
the call. So I decided to simply let it happen 
and if it is truly God’s will, I will be fortified 
with the necessary strength, wisdom and 
patience to see this call to full fruition.

STEPHEN HOTARD 
is from St. James 
parish in Savannah. 
His parents are 
Margie and Al 
Hotard, and he 
has two brothers 
(Stephen’s the 
middle son). Stephen 
graduated from 
Armstrong Atlantic State University, and he 
is a seminarian at St. Vincent in Latrobe, PA.

Interests: books, computers, science, youth 
ministry
Favorite saints: St. Peter and St. Paul
Favorite Feast Day: The Annunciation
Thoughts: Right now, God is speaking to 
me about learning to trust in Him and avoid 
distractions.

Altogether, there are 17 men studying 
to become priests for the Diocese of 

Savannah—one of the largest number 
of seminarians, per capita, of any 

diocese in the United States.  Please 
pray daily for them as they prepare to 

become good and holy priests.

	 A general timeline for this year is that 
Fr. Mike Ingram and I will meet, pray and 
work with men who are in discernment. We 
will try to have several meetings with them 
and have them attend a retreat. If there is a 
strong sense of calling we will invite them 
to apply as candidates this winter. If they 
are accepted they would attend seminary in 
August 2009 and continue their journey.

	 Not all of our seminarians go on to 
become priests. They may go on to become 
Religious Education teachers, social workers, 
architects or any number of professions. But 
by attending seminary they have come aside 
and put that key question before God, “What 
do you want me to do with my life?” In the 
calm harbor of seminary they will hear the 
answer to that question.



First Months of Priesthood
Fr. Mariusz Fuks is a few months into his 

new life as a priest, and already God’s 
grace is evident.
	 “Without God’s grace, I wouldn’t 
be a priest; I wouldn’t be here,” said Fr. 
Mariusz. Because of that grace, he starts 
each day ready for the task at hand. “When 
I wake up, I say: okay God what are you 
going to bring me today, what situation, 
what people.”
	 Fr. Mariusz was ordained this past 
June at the Cathedral of St. John the Baptist 
in Savannah. He is currently an associate 
pastor at St. Peter the Apostle on Wilmington 
Island, where he serves with Monsignor 
James Costigan.

Fr. Mariusz said the first few weeks at his 
new parish were an interesting challenge 

– when he arrived, Msgr. Costigan was on 
vacation in Ireland, and Fr. Mariusz was 
essentially alone.
	 “They dropped me in the deep water 
right away,” said Fr. Mariusz, “so I had to 
learn how to swim pretty fast.” 
	 But a big part of the priesthood, said 
Fr. Mariusz, is being ready for a challenge.
	 “I’m learning new things everyday; 
everyday brings a new experience,” he said. 
“I like it. It’s very challenging, but as a priest 
you need to be prepared for challenges.”
	 So far, he said, the experience has 
been very positive.
	 “Every time I was assigned to 
any place,” said Fr. Mariusz, “either as 
seminarian or deacon and now as a priest – 
in all these places the people are wonderful. I 
never experienced any hardships. And Msgr. 
Costigan is very good to me.”
	 Priestly duties for Fr. Mariusz 
include being involved at the parish school, 
and the parish work of celebrating Mass 
and the sacraments, performing weddings, 

funerals, and visiting the sick in hospitals 
and nursing homes. Fr. Mariusz said the 
parish is also putting together a youth mass 
that will include youth groups from all area 
parishes. 
	 For his ordination early this summer, 
Fr. Mariusz enjoyed the company of many 
friends and family members. His mother and 
sister came from Poland, as well as a good 
friend who is now a priest in Krakow. His 
brother and aunts and uncles also came in 
from Chicago. Several friends and former 
parishioners came from Pennsylvania, 
where Fr. Mariusz served as a deacon, and 
the priest from that parish came to the 
ordination as well.
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“Every day brings a new 
experience.  It’s very 

challenging.”

4


