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For Serrans, Every Year Is a Year for Priests 

“Pope Benedict XVI has declared a ‘Year for Priests’ beginning with the Solemnity of the Sacred Heart of Jesus on June 19, 2009. The 
year will conclude in Rome with an international gathering of priests with the Holy Father on June 19, 2010.   With the announcement 
of this Year for Priests, the Pope has declared St. John Vianney the Universal Patron of Priests on the occasion of the 150th anniversary 
of the death of the Curé d’Ars.” – Excerpt from Committee on Clergy, Consecrated Life and Vocations webpage.

In a recent letter to all bishops in America 
asking for support of Priesthood Sunday, Most 
Reverend Peter F. Christensen, 
Episcopal Advisor to the USA Coun-
cil, wrote, ÒAs the only lay Catholic 
organization devoted exclusively to 
the support of vocations to the min-
isterial priesthood and vowed relig-
ious life in this country, we at the 
U.S.A. Council of Serra International 
were thrilled when Pope Benedict 
XVI proclaimed 2009-2010 as the 
!Year for Priests."

ÒThat is why this year, more than 
ever, we are excited to promote our 
sixth annual !Priesthood Sunday" 
event, which takes place on Oct. 25, 
2009. This program is designed to 
bring together the parish community 
to recognize, thank, and celebrate their priests 
with a special Mass liturgy, school projects, and 
other activities designed to help the congregation 
appreciate the service their priests provide. 

Ò"Priesthood Sunday" fosters communication 
and understanding of the priest"s role in a parish, 

and provides a rare but much-needed opportu-
nity for the community to make a uniÞed state-

ment of gratitude and honor. This 
kind of expression aids us in our 
mission to promote a culture of vo-
cations in our Church.Ó 

In support of Bishop Chris-
tensen"s communication with the 
bishops, Serrans are encouraged to 
take this opportunity to rededicate 
themselves to the mission and min-
istry of Serra International, our 
Council and their dioceses to make 
Priesthood Sunday a more widely 
celebrated occasion in Catholic par-
ishes throughout the United States. 

By taking the lead nationally and 
locally to celebrate Year for Priests, 
Serrans can make a difference. The 

USA Council Vocations Committee has 15 years 
of experience in promoting programs and activi-
ties of prayer, afÞrmation and support. These 
programs are available on the serraus.org web-
site. Because men and women join Serra to 
show support for their priests with prayer, cele-
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bration and dialogue, Club leaders have a re-
sponsibility to take an active role in this celebra-
tion on October 25th and to support the Year for 
Priests. All Serrans know that Priesthood Sunday 
places emphasis on the importance of the 
Priesthood in the lives of the faith-
ful. It helps a community see the 
beauty of the priestly vocation and 
focuses attention on the priest-
hood. It is a call for parishioners to 
honor both Christ as Priest and the 
men who are called to be his 
priests on earth. 

We are a vital link in activating 
the lay faithful, who are asked to 
develop their own special way of marking the day 
and honoring both priesthood and their own 
priests. Special liturgies, Priesthood Sunday 
celebrations and the opening of a dialogue be-
tween priests and parishioners are encouraged. 
Priesthood Sunday is traditionally celebrated on 
the last Sunday of October, but some dioceses 
and parishes may celebrate at a different time to 
coincide with other planned events. 

Lay parish leaders are invited to visit 
www.priestsunday.org for suggested liturgies, 
social celebrations, reßections, and download-
able graphics, guides and posters. There are 
some Priesthood Sunday posters available which 
may be requested at 888-777-6681. 

ÒAfÞrming and supporting our priests are 
some of the most important things that we can 
do as Serrans,Ó says Gary Davis, past president 

of the USA Council of Serra International, the 
non-proÞt organization coordinating Priesthood 
Sunday. The USA Council is responsible for dis-
seminating information to parishes interested in 
honoring their priests on this very special day. 

ÒOur priests give of themselves 
every day in so many different 
ways. It is an honor to recognize 
them in a manner in which entire 
parishes may join together in an 
outpouring of appreciation,Ó said 
Davis. Please consider sharing 
your ideas for honoring the priest-
hood and your priests by emailing 
them to Dan Jones, Vocations 

Committee Chairman, d.jones168@verizon.net , 
for possible posting on the Serra website Ð 
serraus.org .

Bishop Christensen concluded 
his letter to the bishops with, ÒÉThe National 
Catholic Committee on Scouting and Worldwide 
Marriage Encounter are our partners in promot-
ing Priesthood Sunday. Our clubs also do what 
they can locally to publicize this projectÉThis 
marks the USA Council of Serra International"s 
15th anniversary of service to the Church in the 
USA. We are proud of our work and the gifts be-
ing a member of Serra offers us in return. We 
thank you in advance for anything you can do to 
help us honor priests at every level on this spe-
cial !Priesthood Sunday" during this very special 
!Year for Priests." Ó

Priesthood Sunday is coordinated and sponsored by the USA Council of Serra International. Serra International is a worldwide 
Catholic organization of lay men and women dedicated to promoting vocations to the priesthood and religious life. More than 

11,000 members in over 300 clubs are active in the United States. The USA Council is available at the number above or at 
www.serraus.org. The USA Council office is based in Chicago. (888-777-6681)
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In a recent note to the new Serra Club in 
Augusta Fr. Mike Lubinsky, one of their Co Chap -
lains, offered them the following advice.

To Our Dear Serra Club of Augusta, GA,
I offer to you on my patron feast day of St. 

John Vianney, Aug 4 th, these, my goals for our 
group, which are doable, realistic and possible 
with the grace of God and Blessed Mother, the an -
gels and the saints:

#1 ! Identify one person for the seminary from 
every parish in Augusta and turn the name into Fr. 
Tim McKeown.

#2 ! Send all seminarians a card once they get 
to seminary that the Serra Club in Augusta is pray -

ing for them every month at Adoration and at Holy 
Mass.

#3 ! Plan to have a dinner in the spring for all 
Altar servers, maybe at the School of Saint Mary's 
on the Hill and ask 3 priests to share their vocation 
stories with the altar servers.

#4 !Send each seminarian a care package at 
Advent time before his Christmas break begins.

#5 ! Ask every Serra member to pray a rosary 
monthly for an increase of priestly and !religious 
vocations.

!Fr. Mike
These are certainly very worthwhile and doable 

things which the Serra Club of Savannah should 
also consider implementing.

At the recent Holy 
Hour for Vocations in 
Augusta, Fr. Mark Van 
Alstine o! ered a re" ec-
tion from the upcom-
ing SundayÕs Gospel 
(John 6:1-15) which 
was very pertinent to 
our calling as Serrans 
and great material for 
re" ection in our forma-
tion stage: the story of 
the multiplication of the loaves 
and #shes. He pointed out that in light of the multi-
tude present, how were the apostles meant to feed 
the huge crowds with just a  few loaves and #shes, a 
task that was humanly impossible?

They had to trust that Jesus had a plan and had 
to o! er Him what they had at hand and cooperate 
with Him.$ In like manner, how is God supposed to 
feed the 6000+ families in the Augusta area with 
just one vocation from the Deanery? We need more 
vocations!

The task may seem impossible if we rely solely 
on ourselves trying to do the job in calling forth 
more vocations. Through Serra however, God calls 
us to Òplant seedsÓ for more vocations in the dean-

ery. We need to trust in 
Him, o! er our work and 
whatever resources we 
might have, our ideas, 
our time, even if very 
little, bring it to Him to 
bless and then see Him 
multiply our e! orts.

But we do have to do 
our part, just as the 
apostles had to go out 
and look for the loaves 

and #shes that they didnÕt even 
have, and had to borrow from a little boy in the 
crowd. Most importantly, he reminded us that we 
need to remain humble in all of this.

In Fr. MarkÕs own words Òafter the miracle of the 
multiplication the apostles did not go out and make 
t-shirts or a miniseries, they kept proclaiming the 
Word and doing His work.Ó

The hour seemed to " y by. We prayed for all our 
priests and seminarians by name, we incorporated 
petitions for holy and many priestly and religious 
vocations, we had some quiet time for prayer and 
re" ection, and ended with Benediction.

Thank you Fr. Mark for Benediction and your 
words of wisdom!
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News from Augusta

By Michelle Migone
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Update from Fr. Tim

John Wright
St. Vincent Seminary
Latrobe, PA 
Home Parish: St. James, Savannah

Micah Wright
St. Vincent Seminary 
Latrobe, PA
Home: Indianapolis, IN

He is also working with Bishop Boland on 
scheduling a possible fall diaconate ordina-
tion date for Jorge Bedoya.$

Clearly the Lord of the Harvest continues to 
answer our prayers.

Fr. Tim advises that we had seven new men 
enter the seminary program this year for the 
Diocese of Savannah as follows:

Augustine Ariwaodo 
St. Vincent Seminary
Latrobe, PA 
Home: Nigeria

Caleb Harkleroad
Armstrong Atlantic State University
Savannah, GA
Home Parish: St. Peter the Apostle, Savannah

Mark Lockard
Theological College
Washington, D.C. 
Home Parish: Holy Trinity, Augusta

Nelson Quintanilla  
St. John Vianney Seminary
St. Paul, Minnesota 
Home Parish: Sacred Heart, Warner Robins

Tomasz Swiergosz
Mount St. MaryÕs Seminary
Emmitsburg, MD 
Home: Poland

THINGS

TO

COME…

Holy Hour for Vocations
Thursday, September 3, 
2009 at 7:00 PM, St. James 
Church, to pray for an increase 
in vocations for the Diocese of 
Savannah.

Serra Club Meeting

Saturday, September 19, 
2009, in St. James Church at 
9:00 AM.

The club members will attend 
the 9:00 AM Mass together 
to pray for an increase in 
vocations followed by the 
meeting.

Our speaker at this meeting 
will be Fr. Frank Ziemkiewicz, 
O.S.B., Headmaster of 
Benedictine Military School. 
Please join us for this 
exciting program.


